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ARENA DI VERONA OPERA FESTIVAL 2025
STEFANO PODA WILL BE DIRECTING THE NEW PRODUCTION OF NABUCCO
The pre-sales for Season 102 open today
at www.arena.it, in TicketOne sales outlets and at the box office
Stefano Poda will direct, as well as design and oversee the sets, costumes, lights and choreography for the new production of Nabucco that will open the Arena di Verona Opera Festival 2025. After the success of his 2023 Arena debut with the “crystal”Aida at the 100th Festival, the Italian director, set designer, choreographer and costume designer is getting ready to return to Verona's Roman amphitheatre for Giuseppe Verdi's choral drama, the third most performed opera ever in the Arena with a total of 239 performances since 1938. 
The announcement was made by Stefano Poda himself, who was just yesterday named as one of the winners of the Abbiati Prize awarded by the National Association of Music Critics, together with Fondazione Arena's General Manager, Cecilia Gasdia and Deputy Artistic Director Stefano Trespidi.
"After the 'crystal' Aida, a performance that took a blend of arts and styles never seen before to the Arena stage, bringing a new and extremely varied audience closer to the Opera”, says General Manager, Cecilia Gasdia, "we are proud to entrust the new 2025 production of Nabucco to Stefano Poda who, with his work, brings the future into the present.” 
“The Arena stage makes it possible to experiment with new, different solutions, for which artistic spirit and creative genius are needed” , adds Deputy Artistic Director Stefano Trespidi. “We started a wonderful collaboration with Stefano Poda last year, for Aida, which continued in the installation exhibition that was the protagonist of Fuorisalone at Milan Design Week. And now with this innovative project on Nabucco”. 
“The Arena di Verona is the most extraordinary open-air theatre in the world. Last year's experience left a deep impression on me and I am proud to be able to announce my return,“ director Stefano Poda is keen to stress. “On the stage, my language will be aimed at creating a unique Nabucco that can only exist in the Arena: not just a theatre piece, not just an opera date, but a festival event, total art that can captivate opera fans as well as a truly wider audience”.
And the presales for the 102nd Arena di Verona Opera Festival 2025 open from today, Saturday 27 April. More than 400 days in advance. For the first time, Fondazione Arena has brought forward its ticket sales to meet the needs of an increasingly international audience. Last year, the world's largest open-air theatre welcomed audiences from 125 countries.
A total of 46 evenings from 13 June to 6 September 2025, with five opera titles, including the new production of Nabucco, and three gala evenings. Tickets are now available on the website www.arena.it, at the Arena's central box office, in Via Dietro Anfiteatro - Verona, and from the TicketOne circuit, which manages the service with UniCredit, a major partner of Fondazione Arena for over 25 years.
Giuseppe Verdi's Nabucco will inaugurate the 102nd Festival, with two evening performances on 13 and 14 June 2025, and a total of 12 performances until 5 September directed by Stefano Poda, who will also be responsible for production, sets and costumes. Poda is also behind the “crystal” edition of Verdi's Aida that will return to the Arena for 13 evenings, between 20 June and 4 September. Lighting effects, transparencies, and costumes that skilfully combine high fashion and a wealth of Egyptian symbolism. Exceptionally, 6 performances of Verdi's La Traviata in Hugo De Ana's elegant 2011 production, with its belle époque scenery, tapestries and mirrors will be staged between 27 June and 2 August. And is Georges Bizet's Carmen, in the beloved “colossal” staging according to Franco Zeffirelli is another date not to be missed, on the 150th anniversary of its creation. For 8 evenings, from 4 July to 3 September, the plaza of Seville and its surroundings will be reconstructed with attention to detail and a cinematographic eye. The programme will be completed with Verdi, with 4 performances of Rigoletto, from 8 August to 6 September, and 3 evenings of events: the great dance of Roberto Bolle and Friends, featuring the étoile of two worlds and stars of ballet, from classical to contemporary, for two dates, 22 and 23 July. On 15 August, Carl Orff's spectacular Carmina Burana will make its return to the Arena’s immense stage with a full orchestra, chorus and boys’ choir.   
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102nd Arena di Verona Opera Festival 2025
from 13 June to 6 September
Nabucco by Giuseppe Verdi
NEW PRODUCTION
Direction, set and costumes Stefano Poda
13, 14, 21, 28 June at 9:30pm
10, 18, 24, 31 July at 9:15pm
9, 16, 21 August at 9:00pm
5 September at 9:00pm
Aida by Giuseppe Verdi
Direction and set design Stefano Poda
20, 29 June at 9:30pm
6, 13, 16, 20, 27 July at 9:15pm
1, 10, 17, 24, 31 August at 9:00pm
4 September at 9:00pm
La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi
Direction and set design Hugo De Ana
27 June at 9:30pm
5, 11, 19, 25 July at 9:15pm
2 August at 9:00pm
Carmen by Georges Bizet
Direction and set design Franco Zeffirelli
4, 12, 17, 26 July at 9:15pm
14, 23, 29 August at 9:00pm
3 September at 9:00pm
Roberto Bolle and Friends
A co-production with ARTEDANZAsrl
22, 23 July at 9:30pm
Rigoletto by Giuseppe Verdi
8, 22, 30 August at 9:00pm
6 September at 9:00pm
Carmina Burana by Carl Orff
15 August at 9:30pm
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